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Monthly Meeting Show and Tell
The Louisiana Bonsai Society met in pers@m Thanks to those of you whHiyought trees to show
masks, of coursepr the first time since February, and tell. There were someryanteresting
welcoming guest speaker Dr. Allen Owin@gnior specimens that we learned about.
Horticulturist at Bracy 0 sg—Nt nd Horticul

at Cl egg6é Nursery
(consultant)He has a ~

BS in plant science
from Southeastern
University, MS in
horticulture from
LSU, and a PHD from
Mississippi State in
horticulture. Former
LSU Horticulture
Professor, former,
Horticulture Professor
at the LSU AgCenter|
Hammond Research Station and is now Emeritus
Professor at the Hammond Research Statibine
attendees received quita education on plant/tree
horticulture from the use of fertilizers/nutrients, pH
and mineral needs, to microbiomes and amending
soil. He siggestedthat perhaps we should be
sending more samples of oulnonsaitree water
runoff and/or leaf cuttingsto detemine what
deficienciesa treemay have especially if it looks
unhealthy

There was a lot of good information in the
presentation which was videotapdfyou were not
present (or would like to hear the presentation
again), you can request a copy bealed to you

by sending an-enail tomarlajthompson@msn.com

It is a large file and the video is about an hour long.

'l
Jean and Howar. 5

observing the maskK
requirement of the| o
Garden Center.

Our monthly meetingin July will be a speaker
presentation The tool sharpening has been

postponed for now and will be announced at a later AT €N Ot

date as a workshop.

Lowell Tilley-President lowelltilley@gmail.com 225-241-2396 Robert Re&fice President rreed19@cox.net 5044944824
Jean MerriliTreasurer hjmerril@yahoo.com 2252752917 Marla ThompsorSecretary marlajthompson@msn.com 2255037397
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Robert Reedoroughtan interesting specimen that From the President
he obtained from WigertoSyfYikeS s thahkeveryohefof Weariid® ydir [ ©

small  purple masls at the bonsai meeting. | know it i
fragrant uncomfortable, but it can protect your fello
flowers  and members from the virus. Just remember your mhsk
large thorns as protects others from you more than it protects you.
pictured here The virus can collect on the outside of your mask
Desmodiums and can be transfed via your hands when yo
a genusn the handle it. So, wash your hands and your mask,
flowering plant sanitize, or discard if disposable.
family _ | understand Japan and South Koreaehdone
Fabaceae with better than most because people there have leen
dozens of wearing a mask anytime they have flu or cold fto
species. These prevent spreading it. This has been their custom [for
are  mostly years. We need to do anything we can to slpw
Ingeinifplielinbis down the spread of diseases as we go about|our
legumes: few daily lives.
have bright or
large flowers.
[l et Forest Community Park Bonsai
sizeable plants, Study Group/Workshop
mostare herbs At the Saturday study group meeting we damne
wiring, trimming, pruning, and caring for exposed
Their fruit areloments, meaning eachseeds roots. Lowell Tilley pruned, trimmed, and wiref
dispersed individually enclosed in its segmeia. the strangler fig (Ficus) he repotted and postedfon
internet search reveals littidseabout ths specific the group email last month.
species.
Description

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Desmodium Unifoliatium
COMMON NAME: Desmodium

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS: RARE*
DESMODIUM produces a beautiful fragrant
purple flower that smells like grapes and
large thorns. Gnarly bark and great nebari!
Desmodium likes full sun and moderate
water and fertilizer. Tropical tree, please
keep away from freezing temperatures.

End of May before any work was done
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After the Saturday work was completed

Pruning is done for styling the bonsai. It needed the
top lowered and the sides maintained to conform to
the pot size. Generallyyou always want new
growth lower and closer to the trunk to irope the
taper of the branches and trunk (big close to the
trunk and bottom and getting smaller as it goes up
and to the outside). The greater the variations in
size (taper), the older the bonsai will look. A good

The Louisiana Bonsai Society (LBS) isaprofit organization of people interested in the arbohsai.

way to do this is to cut the main branshgack to
first good side branch. Then wire the side branch to
be the new end of the main branch. You shojld
never leave a big cut off branch as the end. This

technique can add some very interesting bendg in
the branch, but doaenough|l e
to scar. It may have to be removed in four wedks

and rewired if necessary or desirable. Rewiring ¢an
add more interesting bends.

Then all the branches were trimmed back to one
two bud internodes and any leaves thagre
shading any interior dms to encourage back
budding. The tree should now grow more aphd
smaller leaves. | will now pinch off the new buds
and leaf prune to keep the internodes (distahce
between leaves) short and continue to encourage
more back budding.

or

Gulf Coast Bonsai Foundation
On Saturday,June 13 we did a workday/stud
group meeting at the bonsai display at LSU
AgCenter Burden Gardens and Museum. e
removed weeds, trimmed a trident maple, I¢af
stripped the bald cypress, and fertilized them. \We
are developing bald cypss group planting an
below are pictures befor¢he trees wereleaf
stripped and after.

Before leaf
stripping

2 weeks after
leaf stripping
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Trident Maple
before
trimming
After trimming
We are planning to do another bonsai

workday/study group meeting at Burden this

Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m., July 4. We plan to
do some styling on the bald cypress group planting
and the trident maple. Please let me know it you are

interested inparticipating.lowelltilley@gmail.com
or 225 241-2396.

Bald Cypress Defoliation
By Zach SmithBonsaiSouth.com

It 6s Bal d cyp
time, thattime of year when we
get to remove all the foliag
from our BCOs
new round of growth before th
end of summer and fall shoj
time. This is important|
because most of the time, moft
BCb6s will get
by about August.If left alone,
it really does
you wondét wan
tree if you belong to a loca
club and they put on a fal
show.
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The problem of shaggy foliage is easily rectified I>y

taking all of itofft For us down Sc
July 4th event athat makes for good timing as the
new growth takes a few weeks to really kick s

ut

long as your tree is strong, you can do this every

year.
This specimen is going on to a new home in a f
weeks. Not only is this the perfect time to take &l
the foliage off, it also allows for some styling worlk
as the treebds structur
While you do have to exercise some caution w
pulling off the foliage
(always away from the basg
of the branch, and you neejll
to hold the base of new
shoot s |qull thgno
right off), this work goes
quickly. Here you can see
t hat | 6ve é
Avestigialo

someup-pointingshoots.

Why? Because this BC, jus
like every last one of them, is
powerfully apically
dominant. Lower branches

v

one way to remedy the
situation is to encourage and allow upwanainting

subbranches.This helps thicken up those vestigials

bir

get kess energy as a result, o

W

e
en

quickly. But é time to takje
round).
Herebs where ulp

after a final trimand some
wiring. This bonsai has |
come a long way in a shorff
tim@ dnd i€ Petty much at
the pinching and light
pruning stage.The trunk
ctiop ilh8 completely
healed over in another yeaf
or so, and at that point the
tree will be in its maturing |
phase aa bonsai
I9Have 3s8vEral other BG
that | will be defoliating |

www.BonsaiSouth.com
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