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The Louisiana Bonsai Society (LBS) is a non-profit organization of people interested in the art of bonsai. 

 

 
  

Spring Bonsai Show 

 
We had a great turnout for the LSU Ag Spring Show 

March 10-12 and Bonsai Spring Show March 18-19 

and gained many new members. 

Welcome to: 

Judy Ducote-Long 

Brandon DeBoer 

Randall LeJeune 

Steven, Rachel and Joseph Felix 

Delilah Luke 

Samuel des Bordes 

Jack Fitzgerald 

 

At the Bonsai Spring Show on Saturday, Randy 

Bennett held a lecture/demo and styled a slanted 

boxwood for attendees. 

It was raffled at the end of the show and the winner 

was a new member, Joseph Felix. Congratulations! 

 

On Sunday, the lecture/demo was performed by Joel 

Jenkins with a very large bald cypress. Thank you for 

donating it to the club. It will be raffled at either the 

Fall Bonsai Show or the Mid-Winter Workshop.  Be 

sure to buy your tickets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thanks to everyone who brought trees from their 

collections for display. There were trees at all stages 

of development which helps the attendees see that 

bonsai is a process which takes years.  
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For a complete viewing of all the trees in the Spring 

Show, please go to the Facebook page 

Louisianabonsaisociety where all have been 

downloaded. 
 

March Meeting 3/21 
Lowell Tilley 

 

We had Dr. Charles Johnson speak at our March 

bonsai club meeting.  His talk was informative and 

confusing.  He gave us a lot of general information 

about the latest agricultural chemicals which were 

very complex and very difficult to determine which 

ones we should be using for bonsai.  He talked about 

chemicals the plant produces to feed the cells, 

suppress back budding, stimulate root growth, 

etc.   Some of these chemicals are commercially 

available but it requires expert knowledge to use 

them correctly.  He made a good point about how 

different varieties of plants produce different growth 

regulators and have different symbiotic relationships 

with various microbes, so each variety should be 

researched individually.  He pointed out that some 

will respond to different chemicals in different 

amounts and in some cases itôs the ratio of one 

chemical to another.  It is more complicated (like 101 

rules of bonsai) than it appears and more than we can 

cover completely in one monthôs newsletter.  So we 

will try to pull together everyoneôs research 

(Experience) and apply it to our bonsai as we sort it 

out and learn how to use it. 

Things I Learned at the Meeting 
Joel Jenkins 

The discussion at our meeting on 3/21 was a great 

one where he broke down the 5 main types of plants 

hormones and discussed the difference between 

organic and inorganic fertilizers. Below is a 

summary of what was discussed.  

  

PLANT HORMONES 

There are five main types of plant growth hormones, 

also known as plant growth regulators or 

phytohormones:  

  

1. Auxins: These are hormones that promote cell 

elongation and are responsible for the growth of 

stems and roots. They also play a role in apical 

dominance, which is the tendency of the main stem 

to grow taller than the lateral branches. This is a 

hormone used in rooting hormone.  

  

2. Gibberellins (Gibberellic acid) : These hormones 

promote stem elongation and cell division, and also 

play a role in seed germination and flowering. Can 

be used to ñpollenateò blueberries, or other fruits.  

  

3. Cytokinins: These hormones promote rapid 

cellular division and are important for the growth of 

lateral buds, the formation of chloroplasts, and the 

delay of aging in plants.  

  

4. Abscisic acid: This hormone is a growth regulator 

and regulates stress responses in plants, including 

drought tolerance and dormancy. This was 

interesting as this hormone promotes the beginning 

of dormancy for a tree and will slowly break down 

through the winter and once it drops below certain 

levels thatôs what helps trigger the plant to come out 

of dormancy along with other environmental 

factors.  

  

5. Ethylene: This hormone is involved in ripening of 

fruits, abscission (the shedding of leaves and fruits), 

and the response to stress and injury in plants.  

  

 FERTILIZERS 

Organic and inorganic fertilizers are two types of 

fertilizers that are commonly used in plant 

cultivation. The main differences between these two 

types of fertilizers are: 

  

1. Composition: Organic fertilizers are made from 

natural sources, such as animal manure, compost, 

and bone meal, while inorganic fertilizers are made 

from synthetic materials, such as ammonium nitrate, 

urea, and superphosphate. 

  

2. Nutrient availability: Organic fertilizers release 

their nutrients slowly over time as they decompose, 

making them a good choice for long-term soil 

improvement. Inorganic fertilizers, on the other 

hand, release their nutrients quickly and are better 

suited for providing immediate nutrition to plants. 

  

3. Soil health: Organic fertilizers improve soil health 

by increasing its organic matter content and 

enhancing microbial activity, which helps to improve 
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soil structure, water-holding capacity, and nutrient 

availability. Inorganic fertilizers, on the other hand, 

can lead to soil degradation if overused, as they do 

not contribute to soil organic matter. 

  

4. Environmental impact: Organic fertilizers are 

generally considered to be more environmentally 

friendly than inorganic fertilizers, as they are made 

from natural sources and do not contribute to soil and 

water pollution. Inorganic fertilizers, on the other 

hand, can contribute to pollution through runoff and 

leaching. 

  

5. Cost: Organic fertilizers are often more expensive 

than inorganic fertilizers, as they require more time 

and resources to produce and are less concentrated in 

nutrients. 

  

Overall, both organic and inorganic fertilizers have 

their own advantages and disadvantages, and the 

choice between them depends on what you are trying 

to accomplish with each tree whether it be a tree in 

development or refinement. 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Mark Fields Workshop 

 
We had a great demo/lecture and workshop with 

Mark Fields March 31 and April 1. He has been 

doing bonsai for over 50 years and owns a nursery 

outside of Indianapolis, IN. He brought some 

beautiful Itoigawa Junipers for the workshop and 

some smaller exposed root Chinese Elm trees for 

shohin purchase.  

 

He helped each participant style their tree into a 

bonsai style and even stayed 2 hours late to help with 

some last minute purchases.  

 

From here, he and his family were traveling to visit 

family and to go to the beach for a well-deserved 

vacation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a change!! Itoigawa Juniper after Styling. We 

will be raffling this tree either at the Fall Bonsai 

Show or at the Mid-Winter Workshop.  Be sure you 

buy your tickets!! 
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Susan took cuttings of the Itoigawa. Mark said they 

are very easy to root in soil or perlite.   
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We all had a wonderful experience at the workshop 

and hope he will come back for another workshop 

sometime in the future. 

 

From the President 
Lowell Tilley 

 

March was a very busy month, monthly meeting, 

study group workshop, LSU Plant Sale and Garden 

Show, our annual spring bonsai show, Mark Fields 

bonsai lecture/demo and workshops, and work on 

our own personal bonsai collection.  I really 

appreciate our club support and participation in these 

events.  It is obvious that everyone cannot be 

involved with every event.  The club is here to serve 

all membersô bonsai needs, from the beginner to the 

most experienced. 

   

Last year Marla came up with a list of suggested 

activities and workshops that we worked on, some 

we are still working on, and some are still on the 

list.  This with more membersô participation has 

improved our club tremendously.  We sometimes set 

the limits by limiting participation 

unintentionally.  Some members may have difficulty 

attending the monthly meeting, so we can have 

additional meetings at different times and 

locations.  We are not limited to a few expert bonsai 

workshops. We can have more beginner workshops 

and more expert workshops or anything in between.   

 

Joel Jenkins is planning to start some beginner bonsai 

workshops.  Donôt hesitate to ask the club for help, 

volunteer to help, ask questions, or make 

suggestions.  The more participation, the more 

fun.  Our mission is to ENJOY the hobby of 

bonsai.  Let's keep working to enjoy it until we have 

satisfaction. 
__________________________________________ 

Membership dues can be mailed to PO Box 41661, 

Baton Rouge, LA  70835.  $20 individual or $25 

family. You may also pay by cash, Venmo or Zelle. 

__________________________________________ 

 

Coming Events 
 

 

April  18, 2023, Monthly Meeting 7 pm BR 

Garden Center 

 

May 16, 2023, Monthly Meeting 7 pm, BR 

Garden Center 

 

June 20, 2023, Monthly Meeting 7 pm, BR 

Garden Center 

 

June 24, 25, 2023, Mike Lane Shohin Education 

Series Class #1 of 4,  9am-4pm, BR Garden 

Center. If you have registered, you will be getting 

more info in emails. 

 

Watch for future notifications regarding the LSBF 

Workshop with Jim Doyle in October. 


